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What is the Extended Essay?



What is the Extended Essay?

“The extended essay is an in-depth study of a 
focused topic chosen from the list of approved 

Diploma Program subjects – normally one of the 
student’s six chosen subjects for the IB Diploma.  It 

is intended to promote high-level research and 
writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity.”
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Some Specifics

paper must be less than 4000 words in length

must focus on an IB course
(e.g. biology, economics, film , etc...)

each student has an advisor with whom 
s/he meets periodically to receive advice

use of the library is central
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Some Specifics

should take the student approximately
40 hours to complete

required in order to earn an IB Diploma – 
can earn bonus points if the grade is good
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The Research Question (RQ)

an EE must have a properly written and 
focused RQ that is based on one of the 

IBO-approved subjects

RQ must be accessible, able to be researched, 
focused (but not too narrow) and interesting!

RQ must be stated in the abstract as well as 
in the essay itself
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Viva voce

a short interview at the end of the writing 
process between the student and supervisor

aids the supervisor in writing the 
supervisor’s report

provides reflection and closure to the essay 
writing process

not recorded – it is an internal element of the EE
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What is the role of the 
coordinator?

make sure all rules are followed from the IB 
handbook

make sure each student has a supervisor and 
that the supervisor is qualified and diligent

provide supervisors and students with all 
relevant information (guides, exemplars, 

forms, subject reports)
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What is the role of the 
coordinator?

ensure that Academic Honesty policies are in 
place and followed

set internal deadlines for producing the 
extended essay

explain the extended essay to students 
and ensure that they understand the 

guidelines
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What is the role of the 
supervisor?

provides the student with advice and 
guidance in the skills of formulating a 

RQ, undertaking research, writing, 
abstracts and documentation of sources

completes the supervisor’s report, the 
predicted grade and explanations of 

malpractice if applicable
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What is the role of the 
supervisor?

reads and comments on the first draft only of 
the extended essay (but does not edit the draft)

spends between three and five hours with each 
student, including the time spent on the viva voce

is familiar with the regulations governing 
the EE, the assessment criteria and has 

read recent subject reports
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What is the role of the 
student?

chooses a topic that fits into one of the 
subjects on the approved extended essay list

meet deadlines

acknowledge all sources of information and 
ideas in an approved academic manner
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What is the role of the 
student?

start work early

record sources as their research progresses

check and proofread the final version very 
carefully
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Recommendations from 
Examiners

read the assessment criteria

read previous essays

maintain a good working relationship
with the supervisor

use the library and consult librarians for advise
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Recommendations from 
Examiners

use appropriate language for the subject

let enthusiasm and interest show

write the abstract after the essay is written

use all cited sources
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Structure of the EE
Title page

Abstract

Contents page

Introduction

Body (development/methods/results)

Conclusion

References and bibliography

Appendices
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Structure of the EE

make sure that the name, candidate
number and session are on every page

(e.g. Scott Genzer, D-001302-002, May 2008) 

the EE should look clean, neat and stapled 

three copies need to be submitted to the 
coordinator (one for the examiner, one for 

the coordinator and one for the library)
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Structure of the EE

4000-word limit does not include the abstract, 
contents, bibliography, appendices, citations, 

charts, diagrams, equations or maps

abstract must not exceed 300 words

EE must be typed on a computer in a 
readable format (e.g. Word document)
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A: research question 
(2 marks)

B: introduction 
(2 marks)

C: investigation 
(4 marks)

D: knowledge and 
understanding of the 
topic studied (4 marks)

E: reasoned argument 
(4 marks)
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Assessment Criteria
I: formal presentation 

(4 marks)

J: abstract 
(2 marks)

K: holistic judgment 
(4 marks)

F: application of analytical 
and evaluative skills 
appropriate to the 
subject (4 marks)

G: use of language 
appropriate to the 
subject (2 marks)

H: conclusion 
(2 marks)
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Turnitin.com

a web site in which students upload drafts and 
final versions of their EE to check for plagiarism

part of the school’s pro-active effort to 
implement the IBO Academic Honesty policy

the DP coordinator and the librarian are 
responsible for the set-up and implementation



Sources and the MLA format



Sources and the MLA format

all essays must be in MLA format
(this is an internal policy, not an IBO policy)



Sources and the MLA format

all essays must be in MLA format
(this is an internal policy, not an IBO policy)

ensure that all sources are cited using 
parenthetical citations



Sources and the MLA format

all essays must be in MLA format
(this is an internal policy, not an IBO policy)

ensure that all sources are cited using 
parenthetical citations

ensure that all items in the bibliography are 
referred to somewhere in the essay



Sources and the MLA format

all essays must be in MLA format
(this is an internal policy, not an IBO policy)

ensure that all sources are cited using 
parenthetical citations

ensure that all items in the bibliography are 
referred to somewhere in the essay

use your librarian to help!
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far do they succeed?”
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Foreign Language
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Biology
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“To what extent has the introduction of Total 
Quality Management (TQM) improved quality at 

ABC Ltd?”

“How effective has the joint venture between 
ABC Ltd and UBI Ltd been as a growth 

strategy?”

Business and Management
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“Does the time it takes to brew a cup of tea 
using a specific commercial brand of tea leaves 
significantly alter the amount of caffeine that is 

dissolved in the drink?”

“Do strawberry jellies in different countries 
contain the same red dyes?”

Chemistry
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“Is wireless networking a feasible alternative to 
cabled networking within a whole-city context?”

“Has the increase in processing power 
diminished the need for complicated sorting 

algorithms?”

Computer Science
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“How has American modern dance of the 
mid-20th century influenced Lin Hwai Min’s 

choreography?”

“How has Rudolph Nureyev impacted the style 
of male dancing in the Royal Ballet (of Britain)?”

Dance
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“How have ergonomic factors been considered 
in the design of a new telephone for physically 

impaired people?”

“Has the introduction of new materials 
improved the performance of modern racing 

bicycles?”

Design Technology
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“Will the recent policy of cutting bakery prices 
lead to increased revenue for the Safeway 

supermarket in Ryde, Sydney?”

“Has the Kenyan central bank’s policy of interest 
rate cuts led to a rise in new car sales in 

Nairobi?”

Economics
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“To what extent does the length of time after an 
exotic plant has been introduced to an area, and 
the latitude from which it originates, affect the 
diversity of herbivores found feeding on it?”

“From major inputs and outputs of the 
school canteen, what overall estimate of its 
environmental impact can be made in terms 

of an ecological footprint?”

Environmental Systems and societies
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“To what extent do the films Chinatown (1974), 
Blood Simple (1984) and Pulp Fiction (1994) 

qualify as film noirs?”

“How has Nino Rota’s composition contributed 
to the films of Fellini?”

Film
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“What temperature variations occurred in 
Vienna during the 20th century and can these 

be linked to variations in solar output?”

“How has the fall of communism changed the 
population structure of the Czech Republic and 
what will be the social and economic effects of 

this?”

Geography
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“To what extent were Hitler’s educational aims 
fulfilled in the Uhland Gymnasium, 1937-1939?”

“How and why have explanations of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis changed since 1962?”

History
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“To what extent can the limited political rights 
of women in Saudi Arabia be justified?”

“How could the UN intervention in the 
Rwandan genocide be justified?”

Human Rights
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“To what extent is it likely that natural language 
interfaces will replace the keyboard in the 

production of office documents?”

“Does the addition of e-learning systems 
improve the performance of students in 

mathematics?”

Information Technology in  a 
Global Society (ITGS)
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“How many square numbers are also triangular 
numbers, where are they, and what other 

problems lead to Pell’s equation?”

“What was the role of mathematics, and 
geometry in particular, in navigation when we 

relied on the stars?”

Mathematics
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“What is the influence of Edgard Varèse on the 
musical output of Frank Zappa?”

“What evidence is there to support the title of 
Mozart’s divertimento Ein Musikalischer Spass (A 

Musical Joke) K. 522 (1787)?”

Music
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“Has the Kashmir conflict become a permanent 
vendetta between India and Pakistan or is a 

peaceful solution possible?”

“What are the causes of school violence in the 
American school system?”

Peace and conflict studies
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“What criterion can be identified in order to 
ascribe a moral status to stem cells?”

“Does wisdom necessarily imply acting in 
accordance with the order of nature, according 

to the Tao Te Ching?”

Philosophy
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Physics
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modern British Conservative party seek to 

conserve?”

Politics
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“Why is the doctrine of creation so central to 
contemporary evangelical Protestantism?”

“What are the differences in the understanding 
of prophecy in Judiasm, Christianity and Islam?”

World Religions



Questions?



Thank you!

Scott Genzer
sgenzer@aislusaka.org


