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Lucy Calkins Reading and 
Writing Workshop

● Units of Study for teaching reading and 

writing

● Balance of genres in writing and reading

● National and international 

research-supported

● Aligns with AISL’s standards and 

Common Core standards

● Promotes life-long readers and writers 

who display agency and independence in 

their future endeavors





The ‘workshop’ approach

➢ Helps teachers address each child’s individual learning

➢ Explicitly teaches strategies

➢ Teachers confer with students to inform next teaching 

steps

➢ Taps into the power of the ‘learning community’ as a way 

to bring all learners along

➢ Helps students work with engagement so that teachers 

are able to coach individuals and lead small groups.



The workshop framework

Reading and writing workshops are deliberately designed to offer a simple and predictable environment so 

that the teacher can focus on the complex work of observing students’ progress and teaching into their needs. 

➢ Each session begins with a mini-lesson. Often kids sit with a long-term partner while in the mini-lesson. 

During the mini-lesson, explicit teaching, modeling and practicing of strategies happens.

➢ The mini-lesson ends with the kids being sent off to their own independent work.

➢ As students work, the teacher confers with them and leads small groups.

➢ Partway through independent work time, the teacher stands and delivers a mid-workshop teaching 

point.

➢ The workshop ends with a share.



KG-G5 reading and writing workshop units 
Grade level Reading  Workshop Writing Workshop

Kindergarten

● We Are Readers
● Super Powers
● Bigger Books, Bigger Muscles
● Becoming Avid Readers

● Narrative (for 2 units)
● Information
● Opinion

Grade 1

● Building Good Reading Habits
● Learning About the World
● Meeting Characters and Learning Lessons
● Readers Have Big Jobs to Do

● Small Moments
● Non-fiction Chapter Books
● Narrative
● Opinion

Grade 2

● Second-Grade Reading Growth Spurt
● Reading and Role-Playing
● Becoming Experts - Reading Nonfiction
● Bigger Books Mean Amping Up Reading Power
● Series Book Clubs

● Narrative
● Nonfiction
● Opinion
● Poetry

Grade 3

● Building a Reading Life
● Fiction Book Clubs
● Reading to Learn Nonfiction
● Character Studies
● Research Clubs

● Narrative (Small Moments)
● Persuasive
● Information
● Fictional Stories

Grade 4

● Little Things Are Big:  Poetry
● Reading the Weather
● Interpreting Characters
● Historical Fiction and Paired Readings
● Interpretation Book Clubs

● Narrative
● Personal and Persuasive Essays
● Information
● Literary Essay 

Grade 5

● Interpretation Book Clubs
● Tackling Text Complexity - Nonfiction
● Argument and Advocacy
● Free Choice Book Clubs

● Narrative (Small Moments)
● Shaping Texts
● Research-based Argument Essay
● Poetry
● The Lens of History (Information)



The workshop sessions



The minilesson

Anchor Charts are created to guide 
and remind students of strategies 
being taught and support student 
independence and  agency.

Each reading and writing unit has specific instructional goals and 
strategies that support the goals. During the  minilesson is when these 
instructional goals are introduced and practiced together with students.



Reading Workshop KG thru G2:

● Develop a  love for reading

● Develop phonemic awareness

● Phonics instruction

● Naming of decoding and 

comprehension strategies

● Participation in shared read alouds

● Independent reading, repeated 

reading, partner reading, choral 

reading, small group instruction

● Talking about reading/ books

● Writing about reading

● Different goals for different readers

Elements of instruction in reading

Reading  Workshop G3 thru G5:

● Naming of comprehension strategies

● Independent reading, partner 

reading, small group instruction and 

book clubs

● Conversations about reading

● Written responses to reading

● Increased stamina

● Develop stronger inferencing skills 

● Understanding of story themes, 

symbolism, author’s message, 

different perspectives

● Different goals for different readers

A balanced reading program includes direct instruction of reading decoding 
and comprehension skills, vocabulary development and word study. And, 
most importantly, TIME spent reading. 



Reading workshop anchor charts
 



Responding to reading...Let’s try it!

Dreams

Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly

Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

Langston Hughes

Questions for responding to poetry

● What figurative language or vivid 
imagery does the poem use?

● What do you think the poet/ 
author is trying to say?

● What feeling do you get from 
reading this poem?

● What in this poem do you connect 
to, enjoy, dislike, notice?



Writing  Workshop KG thru G2:

● Interactive writing with teacher 

and class

● Teacher modeling writing

● Mentor texts to study

● Student written exemplars

● Writing strategies explicitly 

taught

● Individual and small group 

instruction

● Different goals for different 

students

Elements of instruction in writing

Writing  Workshop G3 thru G5:
● Increased stamina

● Greater independence in planning, 

drafting, revising, editing writing

● Word choice more precise; enhances 

meaning of writing

● Sentence structure more complex; 

exploring with a variety of 

punctuation

● Partnerships that strengthen one 

another’s writing through feedback

● Growing ability to emulate a mentor 

author’s writing craft

A balanced writing program includes direct instruction of spelling strategies 
and word study, writing conventions, strategies for writing fiction and 
nonfiction; planning, drafting, revising, editing and publishing work; TIME 
spent writing. 



Writing workshop anchor charts
 



Reading workshop sessions: 

independent, partner, and guided reading; book clubs; conferring with students



Read Aloud Mentor Texts:

used to model thinking aloud and teaching reading strategies



Writing workshop sessions: 

Independent and shared writing; partnerships; peer feedback and editing; conferring



Writing workshop mentor texts and exemplars: 

Used to model the kind of writing you want students to do



Conferring with students 

★ To learn about what they are doing as a reader, as a writer

★ To provide next steps for individual children

★ To inform individual and small group instruction

★ To set goals



Goal setting:
Information gathered during conferring, strategies taught during workshop  and 

students’ own interests 



Word lists to support student reading and writing independence



Student checklists and self-evaluation lists based on unit writing goals



Rubrics: 
used for assessing student writing and aligns with our AISL Language Continuum  Standards



Integrating reading and writing across the curriculum



Reading at home:

➢ Partner read together

➢ Discuss & share ideas about 

what you/ your child has read

➢ Model reading by reading a 

book/ article yourself

➢ Go to the library with your child

➢ Have a quiet space to read

➢ Read  favorite parts aloud with 

extra expression

➢ Share the love of reading!

Supporting  your child’s literacy development at home

Writing  at home:

➢ Make  lists - shopping, birthday 

lists

➢ Card making -birthdays, thank 

yous, any occasion

➢ Keep a journal 

- free writing

- responding to a favorite story

- To keep idea

➢ White boards

➢ Parent writes as a model

➢ Be positive, don’t correct 

mistakes, but ask questions

Time spent reading and writing is how children become better readers and 
writers. Make time to do these activities together. 
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